
Curriculum Overview for Year 5 and 6: Let There Be Light  

 
 Whole class reading of age 

appropriate texts (Northern 
Lights by Phillip Pullman, non-
fiction texts about nocturnal 
animals, The Northern Lights 
and polar bears, a short film 
set in the Arctic). 

 Description of key characters 
and settings.  

 What is the etymology of 
unfamiliar words in non-fiction 
texts? 

 Can you write a non-
chronological report 
(nocturnal animals and The 
Northern Lights)? 

 

      English 
 Using drama techniques to 

investigate characters and 
their behaviour. 

 Can I use a range of 
techniques to create suspense 
in my writing?  

 Range of skills including 
Spelling, Punctuation and          
Grammar. 

 Follow Lanesend handwriting 
policy.  

 Can I apply what I have learned 
about writing monologues and 
persuasive letters? 

 

 Can you edit and redraft   
your writing?  

 Can you review fiction texts 
and linked reading?  

 How would you look after a 
mythical beast? Write an 
explanatory text.  

 Can you investigate a range  
of light poems and write in  
a given style? 
 

Art & DT (UKS2) 

 

 How does Monet represent light in his work? 

 Can I experiment with different media to show  
light and shade in my own work?  

 Can I design and construct a working model of a 
lighthouse?  

Computing (UKS2) 

 How can you keep yourself safe online?  

 Can you use stop motion to recreate the story 
of creation?  

 What is the purpose of a webpage? 

 How is a web page created? 

 Can I create my own webpage? 

Gender Neutral 
 

 Were women involved in light inventions? 

 Is it only men who have travelled to the poles? 

 Why is the sun considered to be male, and the 
moon considered female (Phoebus and Phoebe)?  
 

Geography (UKS2) 
 

 Can you create your own map using a setting 
from a story (e.g. Northern Lights)? Including 
human and physical features, grid references, 
longitude and latitude.  

 Can you compare and contrast different 
climatic zones around the world? E.g. polar, 
temperate, tropical and sub-tropical. 

 
 
 

 Use of ‘White Rose’ maths 
scheme and ‘Chris Quigley’ 
Mastery problems. 

 Can you use different units 
of measure to determine the 
length of shadows at 
different times of the day?  

 Can you use protractors to 
measure the different angles 
of shadows at various times 
of the day? 
 

      Mathematics 
 

 Can you convert 
between different 
units of 
measurement? E.g. 
distance to the sun in 
km and miles.  

 How long would it 
take light to travel 
specific distances?  

 

 

   History 
 How can timelines aid our understanding of the 

chronology of light inventions?  

 How did the invention of the lightbulb improve 
our lives (Industrial Revolution)?  

 How have lighthouses changed over time?  

 Why are lighthouses so important on the Isle of 
Wight? 

 Can I investigate how new inventions have 
changed lives? 

 
   Music (UKS2) 

 
 

 Can you compare and contrast two songs by ELO 
(Electric Light Orchestra)?  

 How can we demonstrate our appreciation and 
understanding of the Planet Suite, Gustav Holst? 

 Can you compose your own music to represent a 
planet?  

 
   Science 
 

 Can I investigate how light travels? 

 Can I explain how objects are seen by the eye? 

 Can I identify translucent, transparent and 
opaque materials? 

 Can I explain how shadows are formed and why 
they change? 

 Can I design an instrument allowing me to see 
around corners? 

 How can I change the brightness of a lamp 
within a circuit? 

 Can I investigate and create different circuits? 

 Can I use symbols to draw circuit diagrams? 
 

                            
 Languages – 

 Latin and Spanish or French (UKS2) 

 

 Can I name members of the family in at 
least two languages? 

 Can I talk about food in at least two 
languages? 

 Can I use Latin words to talk about 
everyday life in Roman Britain? 

 
 

 

Skills: 

 Problem solving. 

 Number skills. 

 Written and mental 

arithmetic. 

 Vocabulary 

Physical Education (UKS2) 

 Gymnastics and dance – change of speed, 

direction, aerobic fitness, balance and control 

and the development of core strength.  

 Basketball and handball – correct throwing 

technique, rules of the game, speed.  

 Handball, hockey and basketball – tactics, 

strategy and ball control. 

 Teamwork – attitudes and values.  

Religious Education/ PSHE 

 Why is light so important in religion? 

 What did God mean when he said, ‘Let 

there be light’?  

 Why was Jesus referred to as the light of 

the world? 

  Why do we need to protect ourselves 

from the sun? 

 What are the health benefits of light? 



 


